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A Letter from the Directors
Dear Friends,
If COVID has taught us anything, it is that we cannot take for granted the moments we
have, the relationships we have created, and the depth of how much we value our students, our
staff, and our supporters. This year has been nothing close to normal, and we are uncertain when
that “normal” will return. We do know that because of the strength of Pathways, and the
important role it plays in the lives of our families and the New Britain community, we will be
ready to take all challenges head on, and we will continue to service our students and families in
a way that brings about meaningful long term growth, as well as immediate assistance.
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Regardless of the pandemic, we are here for our students and their families and we are
determined, maybe now more than ever, to help them succeed.
During the past nine months we have been able to connect with our students, assist our families,
and continue to provide vital programming to our participants. When COVID first affected our
community, we had to adjust to connecting with student’s virtually, something we never had to
do before. We were able to create virtual classrooms where we could assist, support and educate
our students. Although it was not an ideal situation, it allowed us to stay connected with our
students and showed them that even though a pandemic may limit physical interaction, we are
still here to help them succeed in and out of school.
This Summer, we were able to run an in-person
Summer Youth Employment Program for 14-15
year old boys and girls, albeit with fewer
participants than years past. COVID safety
precautions caused us to modify how we
historically administered the programming, but we
were still able to provide meaningful and
educational content to our students, further
demonstrating our undying commitment to their
educational and personal growth. Along with
learning about career readiness skills, our students
learned about the importance of mental health this
summer. Through a partnership with Community
Mental Health Affiliates (CMHA) our students
took part in digital presentations and participated
in group discussions.
With the advent of a new school arrangement in
the Fall, meant to reduce COVID transmission, we
have been able to seamlessly adapt our program
for all the remote learners and in-school students
that we interact with on a consistent basis. While the pandemic is ravaging through our
communities, and things are changing rapidly for families and students, we have been a symbol
of consistency and a staple of security for our families. We are here for them, assisting their
children with their academics, ensuring food security, and oftentimes serving as a sounding
board for their fears and anxieties during these turbulent times.
One thing that does not change, no matter the season, or the global crisis, is the unrelenting
support from all of YOU, our loyal supporters. You have wholeheartedly believed in our mission
and our program with the same love and passion that was present before the pandemic, and we
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are sure will remain once the pandemic has passed. Throughout these past 9 months, we have
fielded numerous calls and emails asking how you can help, inquiring about what our kids
need, and what their families need. It has been overwhelming to see the level of support all of
you have provided for all of us. Whether it is a monetary donation, filling our food pantry, or just
checking in to see if students need extra tutoring help or PPE, our supporters have once again
shown themselves to be actual “agents of change” in the lives of our participants and their
families.
We will never be able to thank you all enough, but just know that we are only able to do what we
do, especially amongst the COVID backdrop, because we truly have the BEST supporters, day
after day, year after year. You always step up for us and for our students, going above and
beyond what is asked, and during this pandemic, that is more appreciated than ever. Our staff
and supporters will always be there for them, and for us. That enduring support give us peace,
and lets us know we are not in this alone. As with everything, this moment too shall pass. Once it
does, Pathways will continue to help our students grow into self-sufficient adults, in the same
way we have for almost 28 years. Before, during, and after the pandemic, the commitment we
have for our students never wavers, never changes. Our desire to see each student achieve a level
of success that they may have not thought possible only grows with each day. We look forward
to brighter and healthier times ahead!
Heather Mills
Nick Jakubowski
Co-Executive Directors

Celebrating Our 2020 Graduates!
This year, we missed many of the traditions and
events that our students excitedly look forward to.
One of those events is our End of the School Year
Celebration, in which we acknowledge the
advancement of our students to the next grade and
honor our graduates. We usually go to a
restaurant, enjoy a buffet, listen to guest speakers
(usually Pathways graduates) distribute gifts to
Seniors, and simply enjoy each other’s company.
The Class of 2020 was our largest graduating class
ever, so we were hoping to have a very special
event with all of our students and their families.
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Unfortunately, Covid changed those plans. We missed out on the food and camaraderie, but,
we were still able to honor our graduates with a very special car parade.

Even though it rained that day, our
graduates, and some of their family
members, were excited to come outside to
receive their graduation gifts and hear the
congratulatory honks and hollers from
Pathways staff, board members, and
volunteers.
Although this year hasn’t gone like they had
hoped, our graduates are doing their best to
accomplish the goals they set for
themselves. The majority of our 2020 grads
are attending classes at colleges and
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universities across the state, either virtually or in-person. Two of those grads, Nicole
Villanueva and Keith Bellouet, are full time students at Southern Connecticut State
University. (Unfortunately, Keith could not make it for the car parade.)
Recently, Nicole visited the Center when she returned home for the weekend. She talked to us
about her experience on campus during these unprecedented times.
“My experience in college has been interesting!
Covid has made everything more difficult. I am
not able to interact with others as much as I
normally would, and online classes are
challenging, but I’m getting through it. Overall,
I have had a decent first semester. I was able to
meet a few new people, and I’m starting to find
out who I truly am as a person. Even though
college has been less demanding than high
school so far, I have found myself becoming
more independent and more responsible.”
We teach our students that adaptability is an
important skill, and we have seen that to be true this year more so than ever. We are proud of
Nicole, and all of our graduates, for continuing to strive to do their best, despite the
circumstances. They have all been through a variety of struggles in their lives, and we expect
them to handle higher education and the pandemic with the same resiliency and grace they have
always shown. And of course, we will be here for them whenever they need guidance, or when
they just need a place to unwind and reminisce.

Student Spotlight!
Although last year’s graduating class was our largest ever, the Pathways Class of 2021 is not too
far behind! Eight Pathways students graduated last year, and seven will be graduating this year,
all from New Britain High School. Angelisse Acosta, Karina Aguilar, Juan Garcia, Jaylene
Martinez, and Cindy Santiago have all been with us since the end of fifth grade. Omaralynn
Figueroa and Dahmill Torres joined us in the past few years and quickly became a part of the
Pathways family. It is hard to imagine the Center without all these students. We say that every
year about our Seniors, but it is true! They are here for several years, during the most important
stage of their development, so we have been through a lot with all of them. Through the struggles
and the accomplishments, the wins and losses, we are here for them, helping them overcome
obstacles and celebrating with them as they do so. That is a bond that can not be broken, as
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evidenced by all of the graduates who come back and visit, volunteer, or even work at the
Center! Our students are the fabric that holds our program together. We are very proud of all
of them, and even though there is a lot of uncertainty about the future, we know these young men
and women will continue to thrive and excel. We will miss them all greatly, but we look forward
to seeing their future accomplishments, and as always, we expect to stay closely connected with
them and their families.
This year, we also have a large 8th grade class. Currently, there are Pathways students at all of
the various middle schools in New Britain. Najalise Cancel, Serenity Hackett, Emmanuelle
Medina, Anthony Soto, and Desiree Villanueva attend Slade; Amelia Carrasco, Michala
Clay, and Luis Antonio Sanchez attend DiLoreto; Israel Perez attends Pulaski; and Jianna
Navarro attends Classical Magnet Middle School. These students will be transitioning to high
school next year, an important yet difficult time in their lives, similar to graduating high school.
We are proud of their achievements so far and we are excited to help them on their journey
forward.

Our First Virtual Fundraiser!
For 21 years in a row, the
Pathways/Senderos hosted an annual
Walkathon fundraiser at Walnut Hill Park.
In fact, it started off as a Bike-a-thon and
Walk-a-thon. For one year, it was also a
Dog-a-thon! It has gone through a lot of
changes, but it has always been our largest
fundraiser of the year, and it is always a lot
of fun. As with everything else, Covid
caused a change in plans. We didn’t want to
cancel the event completely, but we could
not risk the health and safety of our
students, friends, staff and supporters, so we
moved the event online. It was our first ever virtual fundraiser, and thanks to the generosity of
our supporters, it was a huge success! We were not sure how it would work out, but you all
proved that we had nothing to worry about it. In less than 3 weeks, we raised over $5,000, almost
doubling our goal of $3000. More than 60 people participated in the event, and we almost ran out
of our complimentary t-shirts.
We were simply blown away by the show of support. We can not thank you all enough! This
year has not been easy for any of us, and we are all navigating uncharted waters. However, in our
27 year history, we have weathered many storms, and with the help of our incredible supporters,
we will continue to do so!
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A few supporters gave especially generous gifts, and we want to acknowledge their kindness.
Sue Sonstrom, Jackie Lillo, and Kathleen Sauer have all been longtime supporters, volunteers,
and friends, and they all came through in a big way again. We could not exist without their
support! The Petit Family Foundation has also been a longtime supporter of the Center, and we
appreciate their kindness. They continue to do great things for us and for programs all across the
state! Lastly, our graduate and former academic tutor, Diego Peralta, helped raise over $200 with
his friends at 45ive apparel. It is a special feeling when our graduates give back so generously.
We appreciate everyone who participated in the Pathways FUNraiser in any way! This was a
learning experience for us, and it was a lot of fun. Most importantly, it will greatly benefit our
boys and girls and their families!

Thanksgiving & The Holiday Season Approach!
Pathways/Senderos is a second home
to our participants. That is not just
something we say, it is part of our
methodology: we create a parallel
family atmosphere at the Center to
facilitate learning and development.
Taking that approach into
consideration, we have provided
Thanksgiving meals to our students’
families for many years now (this
image is from last year’s
Thanksgiving Dinner Distribution
Day!). In addition to providing
delicious food items, this day gives
us the opportunity to connect with the
parents and families of our
participants. We also host a holiday dinner in December in which our families come together to
share home cooked meals, and our boys and girls receive gifts donated by our supporters.
Unfortunately, we can not hold either of these activities this year due to Covid restrictions.
However, we are still going to provide necessities to our families, because we will always be
there for them, no matter what is happening in the world. We won’t be able to spend time with
them as we would have liked, but at least they will be able to have a proper Thanksgiving meal.
Foodshare is providing us with all of the necessary food items, but we are asking supporters to
donate money or grocery store gift cards as a supplement. We are asking the same for Christmas
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and the December holiday season. In the past, supporters have sponsored an individual child
and donated gifts. Since we can not hold our annual Holiday Party or gather in large groups,
we won’t be able to collect and distribute gifts. But we still want to make this holiday season a
happy one for our students and their families, so money or gift card donations will provide much
needed assistance to our families. As always, anything you can do to help is greatly appreciated!
From all of us at the Pathways/Senderos Center, we hope you have a very happy and safe
Thanksgiving and holiday season!

