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Pathways and 100 Women Who Can
By Geoff Elterich
In September, Pathways was selected as the lucky recipient of a donation from 100 Women Who Can, an incredible group of women who
care about local community causes. Group members meet quarterly and nominate worthy non-profits to receive a donation. Three non-profits are
randomly selected, and the member who nominated each one gives a short presentation. The rest of the group then votes on which non-profit will
receive the donation for that quarter. After making the selection, they all write $100 (or more) checks to that non-profit, and for their most recent
meeting, that was us!
Representatives of 100 Women Who Can visited the Center recently to present us with the checks. The total donation was $14,300! We were
blown away that they selected us and even more stunned by the total amount of the donation! It was completely unexpected, and it came at just
the right time.
We are incredibly grateful for the 100 Women Who Can for selecting us and honoring our 24 years of service to the New Britain community with
this generous donation. We are also grateful to Marie Elterich for nominating us and presenting on our behalf. We will continue to work hard and
ensure that our program is worthy of this wonderful recognition.

Representatives from 100 Women Who Can - Farmington Valley present Pathways with $14,300!
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A Letter from the Directors
Dear Friends,
Another school year in New Britain is under way and our students
have been working hard at school and at the Center. Every day we
are reminded of the importance of the work being done at Pathways/
Senderos. Afternoons at the Pathways/Senderos Center are filled with
excitement, happiness and pure joy. In the face of severe hardships,
our children endure and persist; they arrive to Pathways each and
every day filled with enthusiasm. The children know that Pathways is a
place where they can feel safe and cared for no matter what is going
on in their lives.
Although the work we do is not always easy, we know that the
wide-ranging and intensive services we provide make a difference.
Our documented data and results prove that what we do improves the
lives of not only the children but also their families and the community
as a whole.

organization we are today. Given the challenges many of our children
and families face, our mission continues to be relevant and our work
has become even more important.
We are very proud of our successes but would not be where we are
today without the generosity of our Board, our volunteers, our donors,
and the community. Pathways/Senderos is stronger than ever due to
our continually expanding community who comes together to donate
time and resources in support of our important mission. Together we
can and we do make a difference, and we look forward to celebrating
25 years of service to the children of New Britain. Thank you for your
support!
Heather Mills
Nick Jakubowski
Co-Executive Directors

As we approach our 25th anniversary, we reflect on how much
the program has evolved over the years to become the successful

Check out our web site www.pathways-senderos.com
for the latest news, photos and information about events.
Follow us on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/pathways.senderos

Follow us on Twitter!

twitter.com/pathwaysenderos

All promotional publications, including this newsletter, are produced with private funds.
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is a regular publication of Greater New
Britain Teen Pregnancy Prevention, Inc.
(GNBTPP), 43 Viets Street, New Britain,
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nbtpp@snet.net. Website: www.PathwaysSenderos.com.
GNBTPP is funded by the City of New
Britain Community Development Block
Grant, American Savings Foundation, United
Way, the Connecticut Judicial Branch,
the Connecticut Department of Social
Services, our Annual Appeal, and our annual
Walkathon. Contributions to GNBTPP are
tax deductible to the extent allowed by law
under the IRS 501 (c)(3) exemption.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sarah Harris, President
(Principal, Vance Village Elementary School)
Richard Byer, Vice-President
(Deming Insurance)
Molly Satalino, MSW,
Corresponding Secretary
(Community Mental Health Affiliates)
Roberto Mercado, Recording Secretary
(New Britain High School)
Timothy St. Andrew, Treasurer
(Santander Bank)
Mary Kate Carroll
(Louis P. Slade Middle School)
Elizabeth Chasse
(Community Volunteer)
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Stephanie Garozzo, MD
(New Britain OB/GYN Group, PC)
Janice Grega-Mals
(Consolidated School District of New Britain)
Jacqueline Lillo
(Community Volunteer)
Jane Palley
(Community Volunteer)
Richard H. Pentore, Esq., Past President
(Law Offices of Richard H. Pentore)
Antonio Rodriguez
(Community Volunteer)

STAFF
Heather Mills, Co-Executive Director
Nick Jakubowski, Co-Executive Director
Geoff Elterich, Community Education Coordinator
Eyda Calderon-Mantovani, Outreach Worker
Diego Peralta, Academic Tutor
Carol Comrie, Staff Accountant

Founder and Former Director, RoseAnne Bilodeau, 1947-2017
This June, we learned of the passing of our dear friend and founder of Pathways/Senderos, RoseAnne Bilodeau. Throughout her career, RoseAnne
was a fierce, dedicated advocate for children and poverty-stricken families. She started Pathways from the ground up and positively affected the
lives of hundreds of young men and women. Her desire to inform others about the program and
about the issues our students face was powerful and contagious.
Her vision lives on at the Pathways/Senderos Center today. All current full time employees
were hired by RoseAnne and we plan to continue the work she started for many years to come.
Her impact was felt by many, evidenced by the
numerous messages we received from friends,
co-workers, and former students, some who
had graduated over a decade ago. They all
remembered RoseAnne vividly and talked about
the positive influence she had on their lives.
“To leave the world a bit better, whether by
a healthy child, a garden patch, or a redeemed RoseAnne and Pathways Graduate Shaniqua King
social condition; to know that even one life has
breathed easier because you have lived - that is to have succeeded.” -Ralph Waldo Emerson.
RoseAnne and Pathways Class of 2010

RoseAnne truly left the world a better place. We are honored to carry on her legacy. Rest in
Peace, RoseAnne.

2016-2017 Graduation Party!
By Geoff Elterich
This year’s End of the School Year event took place at Green Tea Restaurant in Farmington. We
had an entire room of our own to celebrate our two graduating seniors, our students transitioning
from middle school to high school, and the rest of our students who worked hard all year to ensure
their promotion to the next grade.
We were joined by several board members, volunteers, and family members. We were also
joined by two graduates, Danerick and Diego Peralta, who have also worked with us part-time after
graduation. Diego currently works as our academic tutor. The two brothers recently graduated from
Central Connecticut State University and were our keynote speakers at the event. They discussed
their time at Pathways and what it took to get where they are now. It is inspiring for our current
students to see the incredible progress of our former students. It’s very moving for the staff as well.
Karina Lopez with former board member and volunteer
Kathleen Sauer

After their speech, we enjoyed chicken
wings, rice, noodles, and fries. When we were
done eating, we presented all students with a certificate of completion for the year. It’s important
to recognize their accomplishments, and the kids appreciate the gesture. Then we presented
students transitioning from middle to high school and our graduating seniors with a small gift.
This year, we selected a recipient for our newly established Kathleen Sauer Award for Middle
School Excellence. Named for our long-time board member, volunteer and friend, this award
recognizes the hard work, dedication, and positive attitude of one of our middle school students.
There were plenty of worthy candidates this year, but Karina Lopez stood out because of her
academic accomplishments, extra-curricular activities, and commitment to the program.
Lastly, every year we choose a recipient of the Nancy Howe Award. This award also
acknowledges a student’s hard work and dedication throughout the year, but also throughout their Natsalla with Co-Executive Directors Nick and Heather
career at Pathways. Natsalla “Baby” Rios was the obvious choice this year. Baby was a positive
presence at the Center for 7 years, willing to help whenever needed and always determined to improve herself. She is now attending Southern
Connecticut State University and we can’t wait to see her continued progress!
We are proud of all our students and we are grateful for the opportunity to celebrate their hard work. Thanks to everyone who made this event
possible!
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Student Spotlight!
Pathways 2017 Statistics
We are very proud of our program and our participants!
Below are our statistics as of Fall 2017:
80% of our graduates continue on to some form of higher education;
38% of our graduates are currently in higher education;
34% of our graduates have a college degree or post-secondary certificate;
5% of our graduates have a Master’s and/or a Ph.D;
90% of our graduates are currently working.
Your continued support helps make these amazing statistics possible!

Pathways Graduates with a Post-Secondary Degree
Mervin Morales
Johnson and Wales University
B.S. – Sports Entertainment &
Event Mgmt. – 2003
(Class of 2000)
Kassandra Burgos
Lincoln Technical Institute - 2011
Medical Assistant Certificate
(Class of 2010)
Karina Lopez
Hawaii Pacific University - 2015
M.A. – Teach. English to Speakers of
Other Languages
(Class of 2008)
Jodalis Montalvo
Lincoln Culinary Institute – 2016
International Baking and Pastry Certificate
(Class of 2014)
Jeffrey Chavez
Central Conn. State University – 2017
B.S – Marketing
(Class of 2011)

Antonio Carrero
Conn. Culinary Institute - 2008
Advanced Italian Culinary Certificate
(Class of 2006)

Jose Marrero
University of New Haven - 2010
M.S. – Computer Science
(Class of 2002)

Angelica Zapata
Vet Tech Institute - 2014
A.S. – Specialized Veterinary Technology
(Class of 2008)

Jean Sanchez
U.S. Marine Corps – 2015
Certified Drill Instructor
(Class of 2008)

Iriana Garcia
Capital Community College - 2015
A.S. – Dental Hygiene
(Class of 2005)
Josette Sanchez
Branford Hall – 2017
Medical Assistant Certificate
(Class of 2010)
Diego Peralta
Central Conn. State University – 2017
B.A. – Psychology Science
(Class of 2010)

Volunteer Spotlight!

Krystal Garcia
Porter and Chester Institute – 2015
Practical Nurse Certificate
(Class of 2011)
Awilda Rodriguez
Central Conn. State University – 2017
B.A. – Sociology
(Class of 2006)
Danerick Peralta
Central Conn. State University – 2017
B.A. – Graphics/Information Design
(Class of 2013)
Emilio Martinez
Tunxis Community College – 2016
Dental Hygienist Assistant
(Class of 2011)

Board member. Volunteer. Mother. These are the roles Jackie Lillo embodies at the Pathways/Senderos Center.
Over the past 10 years, Jackie has become a fixture at the Center, spending every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon here. She shows up before
the students in order to catch up with staff members. When students arrive from school, she greets every one with a hug and kiss. She’ll ask
about homework or follow up with a conversation from the previous week. After making sure they have all gotten something to eat, she’ll help with
homework or listen to the kids share stories about their day at school.
Jackie started volunteering at Pathways because of her connections to New Britain. Her husband works as an OB/GYN in town, and a friend gave
him information about the program. After reading the material, she decided to give it a shot and immediately fell in love with it.
“It’s my happy place,” Jackie exclaims. “I love everybody there, the staff and the kids. Honestly, if I didn’t love the staff as much as the kids I
wouldn’t still be here.”
Volunteer Spotlight! Continued on Page 5
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Student Spotlight!
Jordan Santos is one of our 8 graduating seniors this year. He attends EC Goodwin Technical High School and has been attending Pathways
since the 7th grade.
Favorite part of Pathways: The staff. They’re always there for us, whether it’s helping with school stuff, talking about our home lives, or
just having a conversation, they never turn us away. They make it feel like family, it’s not just a job for them.
Hobbies: Collecting sneakers. I love learning about sneakers; from the companies that make them, to the stores that sell them, to the final
product and their impact on the culture. For some people, certain shoes dictate their lives. Sneakers are more than just something you put on
your feet, they are an art form.
Future career: I want to be an entrepreneur. I’d like to open my own brick and mortar sneaker boutique. I’d have an online presence, but I
want to have an actual store.
College/university you hope to attend: University of California, Dominguez Hills.
It is a diverse school with an accredited business program for entrepreneurship and
business management. I hope to get my MBA.
Thoughts on your final year of high school: It’s scary to think that four years
passed so quickly, but I’m looking forward to starting down my next path in life. I
hope to be able to visit and give back to Pathways one day. I’d love to help during the
holidays. I always loved getting gifts at Christmas and food for Thanksgiving, and I’d
help make sure all students get even more than usual.
Kamren “Bobby” Johnson is another graduating senior this year. He attends New
Britain High School and has been part of Pathways since the end of fifth grade.
Favorite part of Pathways: The people and the community because I feel
welcomed. I walk in and get greeted with smiles. It just feels like another home, like
I’m in my comfort zone.
Hobbies: I love watching and playing basketball. I love listening to music.

Two of our graduating seniors, Kamren “Bobby” Johnson
and Jordan Santos

Future career: Mentor, therapist, preschool teacher. I like helping kids out. Kids
have their own way of thinking, such great imaginations. That’s cool to me because I like when people think differently, outside the box. I want
to work with kids because I can help them feel confident and positive about themselves. I can help them improve their communication skills
and open up to others.
College/university you hope to attend: ECSU or SCSU. My cousin goes to Eastern and he likes it, he does well there. I could follow in his
footsteps. I’m also thinking about a Junior College in Texas. My grades aren’t terrible but they aren’t the greatest and I like playing sports, so I
might be able to improve my grades and play sports at a JuCo. Plus I’d like to get away from home and learn life lessons on my own.
Thoughts on your final year of high school: It’s tough. You’re on your way to adulthood, learning how to be more responsible, trying to do
good in class and starting to pay more bills. After this, it’s on to the real world, no more holding mommy’s hand. You gotta be independent. But
that’s how life is, it’s not easy. I’ll have some rough patches, but when I get the hang of it, I’ll be good. I might mess up, but I’ll learn from my
mistakes. I never want to make the same mistake twice.
Volunteer Spotlight! Continued from Page 4

Although Jackie lives in a different town and had a very different upbringing than our students, she has become an important part of their lives.
Not many people can so fully integrate themselves into a program such as ours, but Jackie has done it effortlessly. The best volunteers are those
who remain true to themselves while showing that they care about our kids. Jackie is the rare volunteer who can do so. She is always honest; she
can be hard on students when needed, but more than anything, they know that she truly cares about them.
For our students, many who come from single-parent households, having another caring authority figure in their lives is more important than
some of them realize. Jackie personifies the values and behaviors that we try to impart on our students, and she helps our students recognize their
full potential. She is a relentless advocate for the program and for each student.
“The reason I’ve kept coming back is that I believe the program works,” Jackie states. “I really believe it changes lives.” Even students who
move or leave the program before they are finished are positively affected, according to Jackie. “Any exposure to this program is a benefit to kids.”
“Through the years, there have been many kids that wouldn’t have made it through high school without Pathways,” Jackie says with confidence.
“I only wish we could reach every student in New Britain.” Jackie hopes to volunteer at the Center well into the future, and she’s sure the program
will continue to see the same positive effects. With her help, it’s almost guaranteed that we will.
News from Pathways/Senderos Center
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Summer at the Center!
There’s nothing like summer at the Pathways/Senderos Center! This summer was filled with learning, work and excitement.
For 6 weeks in July and August, 20 young men and women worked with our Co-Executive Director Nick Jakubowski and our PEACE Coordinator
Alexis Rodriguez through our Summer Youth Employment and Learning Program (SYELP). Along with OIC and the YWCA, Pathways offers this
program to provide workforce and career competency training to high school students in New Britain. Our students worked hard from 9am to
1pm every weekday, learning how to fill out applications, create resumes, conduct successful job interviews, and much more. It is an incredible
experience for these youngsters and we only wish funding was available to open up this program to every high school student in New Britain.
When our other students arrive around noon, they eat nutritious snacks we provide, participate in various group sessions, and surf the internet.
After SYELP has finished for the day, we take all students to AW Stanley Park where they can go swimming, take a hike, play basketball, or a variety
of other activities. On several occasions, we were able to visit our friends Marsha and Fred’s house. Marsha has volunteered with us for many years
now and for the last few years she’s opened up her house and her pool to our kids. She and her husband Fred provide food and juice and always
make us feel welcomed. We are so lucky to have such amazing volunteers and friends!
We also visited one of our favorite spots this summer: Lake Compounce. It was one of the hottest days of the summer, but we stayed cool on the
water rides and roller coasters. As with all of our field trips, this trip serves as reward and motivation for our students. It also creates long-lasting
memories that help create a positive bond between the students and our program.
At the end of the summer, there were some bittersweet moments. We said goodbye to our academic tutor of the past 2 years, Ruth Ramirez. Ruth
and her family moved to South Carolina and she will be greatly missed. She was quick to lend a helping hand and assisted our younger students
with homework every day. We are so grateful for her time here.
We also said goodbye to our PEACE Coordinator, Alexis Rodriguez. Unfortunately, he recently moved back to Norwalk, so he could not continue
making the long commute. A-Rod had been working with us full time for 4 years and part-time before that for a year. He also volunteered with us
while he was at Central Connecticut State University, so we have a long history together. We had a going away party for him before the school year
started. It was a bittersweet way to end the summer, and we will miss him very much, but his impact will be felt at the Center for many years to
come. We are forever grateful for all that he and Ruth brought to our program!

Saying goodbye to A-Rod

Visiting Marsha and Fred’s house

Pathways at Lake Compounce!
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Our Biggest Walkathon Ever!
Our 19th Annual Pathways Walkathon took place on one of the nicest days of the year and it turned out to be one of our most attended
fundraisers ever! On a warm sunny morning in Walnut Hill Park, board members, volunteers, friends, family members, alumni, and sponsors all
showed up to support the boys and girls of Pathways/Senderos.
After saying hello and hanging out for a bit, everyone walked a lap around the park. It was unusually warm so must people stopped after one
lap and enjoyed the fresh apples and apple cider from Rogers Orchards. Once everyone gathered together again, we held our raffle with many great
prizes donated by our supporters and local businesses. One of the top prizes was a package of 4 tickets to the Hartford Yard goats, and we were even
visited by their mascot Chew Chew! She was a big hit with all of the youngsters in attendance. The raffle has really helped us boost our fundraising
in recent years, and we love seeing our supporters go home with something special!
We truly appreciate the years of support we have been shown by the community of New Britain. Thanks to New Britain EMS, the New Britain
Police Explorers, and New Britain Parks Department for helping out and making sure everyone was safe.
We are looking forward to next year’s 20th Annual Walkathon in our 25th year of service to New Britain! We hope to make it even more
successful than this year’s event and we know that our amazing supporters will make it happen!

Chew Chew the Hartford Yard Goat makes an appearance!

Pathways Graduates and now CCSU Graduates,
Jeffrey Chavez and Danerick Peralta

Another great crowd at the Walkathon!
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Thanksgiving
Wish List
Many of our families are unable
to partake in Thanksgiving festivities
without assistance. For the past several
years, our incredible supporters have been able to provide that
assistance, and we are hoping you will be able to do so again!
On Monday November 20th, we will be providing Pathways/
Senderos families with Thanksgiving dinner items. For this
Thanksgiving, we are looking for donations of any food items,
especially non-perishables.
WE NEED:
Turkeys, stuffing, potatoes, cranberry sauce, canned
vegetables, gravy, rolls, desserts and juices. Grocery store gift
cards are also welcome.
Donations must be received by 2pm on Monday, November
20th. Call Heather Mills at (860) 229-2776, or email
hmills@snet.net.
Thank you for making Thanksgiving memorable for our
Pathways/Senderos families!

We Need Your Help to Make
the Holidays Special!
We are accepting any new, unwrapped gift
items appropriate for preteens and teens.
Suggested items include:
mp3 players sports equipment watches photo
albums cameras socks slippers gift certificates
umbrellas games sweatshirts t-shirts gloves
hats 3-ring binders loose leaf paper calculators
arts and crafts supplies #2 pencils pens post-its
glue sticks hand sanitizers dish detergent
shampoo conditioner deodorant feminine
products soap tickets to sporting events,
museums, movies wrapping paper ribbons
adhesive tape canned fruits and vegetables
stuffing potatoes juice rolls

Please bring any items to the Pathways/
Senderos Center by December 1st
43 Viets Street
New Britain, CT 06053
860 229 2776

