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The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and
Unplanned Pregnancy seeks to improve the lives and
future prospects of children and families and, in particu-
lar, to help ensure that children are born into stable fami-
lies who are committed to and ready for the demanding
task of raising the next generation. Our specific strategy is
to prevent teen pregnancy and unplanned pregnancy
among single, young adults. We support a combination of
responsible values and behavior by both men and women
and responsible policies in both the public and private
sectors. If we are successful, child and family well-being
will improve. There will be less poverty, more opportuni-
ties for young men and women to complete their educa-
tion or achieve other life goals, fewer abortions, and a
stronger nation.

It is with this mission in mind that the National Cam-
paign began working with U.S. Rep. Nancy Johnson to
secure funding and adequate resources to support the
Pathways/Senderos Center in 2005. We were then grati-
fied that U.S. Rep. Christopher Murphy supported the
center when he took office. Our partnership with Path-
ways/Senderos to co-sponsor the regional conference on
June 4, builds upon this long-standing relationship.

The National Campaign has been great admirers of
Pathways/Senderos' efforts for a number of years and
collaborated in various ways including highlighting their
path-breaking work serving Latino families to practition-
ers, policymakers and the media. We decided to co-host
the conference at Pathways/Senderos in June to help
showcase the center’s important work in New Britain and
throughout the state. The goal of the conference is to
highlight effective and promising programs, including the
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Pathways/Senderos
to Welcome

National Campaign
By Ruthie Flores, Senior Manager,

Latino Initiative, The National Campaign to
Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy

Research Interns Make
Discoveries at CCSU

By Dr. Thomas King, professor
of Biomolecular Sciences at CCSU

Laboratory research
investigations conducted
by Pathways/Senderos
students last fall (see
Volume 14, Number 2)
were showcased at a
reception for the Path-
ways/Senderos commu-
nity that was held Dec.
12 at Central Connecticut
State University.

The program includ-
ed presentations by
CCSU’s Latin American
Student Organization and
United Caribbean Club, two groups that routinely volunteer their time at
the center, and by Jane Palley from the University of Connecticut Health
Center, who described the recent Teens as Teachers program. But the
highlight of the evening was surely the research presentations entitled
“Investigations in Cell Migration” by research interns Marcelino Thillet
and Shaniqua King-Barrington, and “Search for the DNA Defect in Fuzzy
and Hairless Rats” by Faith Roldán, Krystal Garcia, Brandon Carrero
and Emilio “Geo” Martinez.

These students, with support from their undergraduate mentors,
narrated slide shows that explained the goals and results of their 12-
week research projects at CCSU. While learning how to grow mam-
malian cells in an incubator, Shaniqua and Marcelino discovered that

Biomedical - continued on page 7

Photos courtesy of CCSU
Dudley Holt and Diego Peralta conduct a proce-
dure at the biomedical lab at Central Connecticut
State University.



Spring is, once again, slowly overtaking winter. The daylight
lasts much longer and often you can feel a warm breeze in the air.
Little plants are beginning to sprout; and, in the mornings, the
birds are chirping – the same signs of spring that we look forward
to with certainty each year.

However this year, life is the same and yet, very different. This
year despite the beauty of the approaching springtime, our coun-
try and state are in the midst of the worst economic times since
the Great Depression. Many people in Connecticut have lost their
jobs and the state’s revenues are down.

With that, Gov. M. Jodi Rell has proposed in her two-year
state budget that the statewide Department of Social Services
Teen Pregnancy Prevention Initiative be eliminated. Such a meas-
ure would be a huge setback for Pathways/Senderos’ growth and
development.

Last year at this time, we were engaged in developing a capi-
tal campaign with a vision for a new facility to house and nurture
75 girls and boys. The new facility was a culmination of the five-
year strategic plan developed by our Board of Directors. Their
dream: to create a beautiful, safe, pregnancy prevention learning
environment for 75 to 100 of New Britain’s neediest youth – to
increase our successfully-evaluated impact in our city ranking
second in the state for its number of births to teens.

Then the economic crisis, unforeseen by most, descended
upon us. Our New Britain Legislative Delegation, although firmly
committed to our program, warns that this is Connecticut’s “per-
fect storm.” Our Board of Directors has been busy contacting their
local legislators, the Appropriations Committee and its Human
Services Sub-Committee to have us restored to the state’s budget.

I hope that you may join their efforts. If you reside outside of
New Britain, please consider calling or writing to your state repre-

sentatives and senator to tell them about Greater New Britain Teen
Pregnancy Prevention’s Pathways/Senderos Center. You may find
their contact information, as well as information for the Appropri-
ations Committee, by logging onto www.cga.ct.gov. Let them
know who our youngsters are; the hardships of their lives; their
success rates in avoiding pregnancies, graduating from high
school, going on to higher education and becoming tax-paying,
contributing members of society.

To eliminate a successfully evaluated teen pregnancy preven-
tion program is both penny wise and pound foolish. In the past 16
years, Pathways/Senderos youngsters have maintained a 96%
pregnancy-free rate with only three pregnancies having been cre-
ated, while 100% of the enrolled students graduate from high
school and 72% of the graduates go on to higher education, most-
ly four-year universities. Our youngsters are also well below the
national averages for involvement with youth violence, crime,
drugs and alcohol. They are, instead, honor roll students, dancers,
athletes and class officers. They work part time jobs to help sup-
port their families and save for college. They live Path-
ways/Senderos values.

Our Board of Directors is beginning to plan “what if” scenar-
ios. Hopefully, it won’t come to that.

Needless to say, we need your support more than ever now.
Please call/write your local state representatives and senators on
our behalf. And, be assured that whatever financial contribution
you may be able to make to Pathways/Senderos will go directly to
keeping us in the lives of New Britain’s most at-risk girls and boys.

As always, thank you so much for all of your support.
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Facing Uncertainty with Resilience and Determination
By RoseAnne Bilodeau, Executive Director

All promotional publications, including this newsletter, are produced with private funds.

NEWS FROM Pathways/Senderos Center is a
regular publication of Greater New Britain
Teen Pregnancy Prevention, Inc. (GNBTPP)
100 Arch Street, New Britain, CT 06051
(phone) 860-229-2776 (fax) 860-229-8608
(e-mail) nbtpp@snet.net. Web site:
www.Pathways-Senderos.com.

GNBTPP is funded by the Connecticut
Department of Social Services, City of New
Britain Community Development Block
Grant, Capital Workforce Partners, Annual
Appeal, and the Bike/Walk-a-thon. Contribu-
tions to GNBTPP are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law under the IRS 501
(c)(3) exemption.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
David Sowa, M.D., President
(OB/GYN Grove Hill Medical Center)
The Rev. Anne Marie Meyerhoffer,
Vice President
(Community Volunteer)
Kathleen McKeown Sauer, RN, LCSW
Corresponding Secretary
(Community Volunteer)
Derek A. Dibble, Treasurer
(Metalform Company, Inc.)
Kate Betancourt, MPH
(The Hospital of Central Connecticut)
Carlo Carlozzi Jr.
(Community Volunteer)

Mark J. Fortin, CFSA
(Community Volunteer)
Richard M. Harris
(Retired Business Consultant)
Ron Jakubowski
(New Britain Consolidated School Dist.)
John King, Esq.,
Immediate Past President
(Updike, Kelly & Spellacy)
Jackie Lillo
(Community Volunteer)
Jadwiga Panus
(Farmington Savings Bank)
Gerard Roy, M.D.
(New Britain OB/GYN Group)

Nancy F. Howe,
President Emeritus
(Community Volunteer)

STAFF
RoseAnne Bilodeau, Executive Director
Heather Mills, Middle School Coordinator
Nick Jakubowski, High School Coordinator
Corlene Swanski, Office Manager/Bookkeeper
Geoff Elterich, Community Ed. Coordinator
Shurita Cruzado, Outreach Worker
Natasha Kingston, Academic Tutor
Kareem Mohamed, Academic Tutor
Jamie Piccoli, Academic Tutor
Mona Guirguis, Barcodes Director
Robin Lee Michel, Newsletter Coordinator

The Color Weave Project
The Pathways/Senderos Center and the Art League of New Britain are collaborating once again. This time, the students are working

with Melanie Carr Eveleth, an artist from the Art League, on a three-month project, which will be put on display. The name of the project
is “The Color Weave.” The project entails the students working on a large-scale weaving project where they will work individually and col-
lectively. Center News - continued on page 3
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My name is Moi-
ses Marquez and I’ve
been a member of
Pathways/Senderos
for about five years
since I was in eighth
grade. At the time, I
was the most disrup-
tive student you ever

met. When I joined Pathways, it was like
they gave me a new perspective in life.
That was the only way I could have made
the change for my future. I realized that
without my education I would be nothing
and that inspired me to further my educa-
tion. Pathways also taught me how to be
independent in this world when dealing
with peer pressure, financial problems
and personal problems. The Pathways
staff has been very helpful when it comes
to homework and sex education. I’m
going to miss the program and the staff
especially, because without them I would
have never made it to graduation. I’m sin-

cerely grateful for all their help and inspi-
ration. Thank you, Pathways/Senderos.

Shaniqua King-
Barrington has been
a part of the Path-
ways/Senderos fami-
ly for her entire high
school career. She is
an honor roll student
and a student leader
at E.C. Goodwin

Technical School in New Britain. She is
also a spokesperson for The National
Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned
Pregnancy. She recently received a schol-
arship to the University of Bridgeport
where she plans on studying to become a
physician's assistant. She has far exceed-
ed the expectations put on her by the high
school coordinator at Pathways/Senderos
and the expectations she puts on herself.

Naomi Lopez
has been a member
of Pathways/Senderos
for more than three
years. She is a pleas-
ure to work with dur-
ing the school year
as well as during the
summer, when she

participates in our Summer Youth
Employment and Learning Program. She
has kept a steady job for the past two
years as she finished high school. After
graduation, she plans on studying to
become a nurse. Naomi demonstrates all
the qualities you would expect to see in a
college-bound high school student.

Meet Our Graduates

Each student will focus on a chosen color for their individual
weave that will culminate in one large-scale color spectrum piece.
Students will work with different textiles that integrate design,
dimension and color. The process will include sewing, weaving and
painting using various materials. Through this project, the students
will understand design through repetition, transition, balance and
color.

Once completed, the project will be on display at City Hall dur-
ing Pathways/Senderos’ annual art show. The opening reception
will be held May 27, 5 to 7 p.m., and the exhibit will be on display
until June 19. There will also be other artwork on display that the
students created during a project with the Art League this past sum-
mer.

– By Heather Mills, Middle School Coordinator

Pathways in the Community
The Pathways/Senderos Center has been spreading its mes-

sage throughout the community during the last few months, and
the response has been wonderful. At the NBC-30 Health and Well-
ness Festival, we staffed a booth where we handed out information
and sold our books. The festival was a lot of fun, we met some great
people, and we learned about a lot of organizations that work to
improve the overall health of the community. We also had a booth

set up at the annual South Congregational-First Baptist Church
Christmas Fair. This was our second time attending the fair and it’s

Center News - continued from page 2

Ready to begin the October 2008 Pedaling for Pathways
Bike-a-thon/Walk-a-thon are, Marcellino Thillet, standing,
and Jamie Piccoli, Kayla Garcia and Javier Burgos,
seated, with Tank.

CENTER NEWS

Center News - continued on page 6
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This list reflects 2008 donations made
through December 31. If we have
inadvertently omitted any donor’s
name, please accept our apologies
and immediately notify Executive
Director RoseAnne Bilodeau. We will
acknowledge your generosity in the
next newsletter. Thank you for your
understanding and continued support.

Los Amigos De Senderos
(Friends of Pathways/Senderos)

$500+
Anonymous Donor
Atlas Stamping & Manufacturing Corp.
Dr. Antoinetta Capriglione
Creed Monarch, Inc.
Rev. Katherine Fagerburg &
Vernon Baker

First Church of Christ,
Caroline Aston Consolidated
Fund, New Britain

First Church of Christ Congregational -
United Church of Christ, W. Hartford

Nancy Howe
Jason & Terese Howey
Howey Family Fund of the
Community Foundation of
Greater New Britain

Dr. Ted & Nancy Johnson
Atty. John* & Patricia King
Mary Krenn
Dr. Nicholas & Jackie* Lillo
Dr. Gerard* & Diane Roy
Kathleen Mc Keown Sauer*
Dr. David* & Elise Sowa

Los Amigos De Futuro
(Friends of the Future)

$100-$499
Aser Abdel-Massih
Dr. Rafael & Susan Adames
Gerry & Lisa Amodio
Raymond & Barbara Andrews
Shirley Baehr
Samuel & Janet Bailey
Catherine R. Baratta
Barile Printers, LLC
Lois Barrett
Alfred & Rosemary Baylock
Theresa Baylock
Evelyn Berg
Craig & Kate* Betancourt
Bethany Covenant Church,

Berlin - Shepherds Fund
RoseAnne Bilodeau
David* & Debra Bond
Bill & Mary Britcher
Carlo Carlozzi Jr.*
Maureen & Lennart Carlson
Dr. Michael Carrera
Andre & Frances Chabot
Manon-Lu Christ

Church of Christ Congregational,
Newington

Brendan Conry
Laura D. Cramer
David & Sharon Crandall
Dr. William & Margherita Currao
Nancy Cutter
John & Rosemary Delaney
Derek* & DeAnna Dibble
Richard & Michele Dreiss
Robert Dubrow & Melinda Tuhus
Edward & Ann Duncan
Patrick & JoAnne Ceccarelli Egan
Ronald & Donna Filipek
First Church of Christ/First

Ecclesiastical Society,
New Britain

First Lutheran Church of the
Reformation, New Britain

Dr. Bruce & Kristina Fletcher
Fowler Family Fund of the

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Molly Fowler
Atty. J. Brian Gaffney
John Gillespie
Paul & Ellen Harris
Anne Hicks
Richard K. Hooper
Stephanie & Chester Hooper
Ted & Nancy Howe Fund of the

Community Foundation of
Greater New Britain

Alice Hurlburt
Ronald* & Aurora Jakubowski
Dr Peter & Kathleen Jannuzzi
Kaestle Boos Associates, Inc.
Michael Kandefer
Jeffrey & Lorraine Katz
Elizabeth Keane
Peter Kelly
Thomas & Elizabeth King
Pam Lavery
Robert & Jeanne Leduc
Ellen Leonard
Lindquist Insurance Assoc.
Ian Lucas
Dr. David Lund
William & Melanie McCue
John & Barbara Meskill
Rev. Anne Marie Meyerhoffer*
Richard L. Moffitt* & Associates, P.C.
Martha Moses
Duncan & Sandra Bower Murdock
New Britain Day Nursery Fund of the

Community Foundation of
Greater New Britain

New Britain Municipal Employees CSA
New Britain Pediatric Group
David & Patricia O'Connell
Mark & Diane Orenstein
Jane Palley & Lawrence Young
Eileen Paventi
Peter & Judith Perugini

Daniel Price
Ronald Pringle
Dino Puzzo
John & Susan Rathgeber
John & Simone Reynolds
Dr. John & Mary Rodis
Antonio* & Elsa Saavedra Rodriguez
Thomas Ronalter
Dr. David & Anne Roy
Cynthia Ruta
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church
Paul & Annette Salina
Mary Samul
Mary M. Silberstein
Louis P. Slade Middle School

Faculty Club
South Congregational/First Baptist

Church, Mission Mart Treasures
Mark & JoAnn Staves
Mayor Timothy & Patricia Stewart
Stephen & Jacquelin Stites
Laurence & Janis Tanner
The Hartford Insurance Company,

Hartford Heroes
Sweepstakes-Seth Brewer

The Real Estate Exchange, Inc.
Lisa, Julie & Dana Thiesfeldt
Tilcon Connecticut, Inc.
Angelo & Joy Tomasso
Dr. Edward & Kathleen Truscinski
John & Leanne Valengavich
Clara Ellen Van Dorn
Jeffrey & Colleen Wagoner
Lindsley Wellman

Los Amigos De Niño(a)s
(Friends of the Children)

$1-$99
Anonymous Donor
Kate Albro
Frederick & Patricia Ambroszewski
Corrado & Sabastiana Annino
Dr. Ann-Margaret Anselmo
Russell & Cecilia Arnold Jr.
Rev. Anne Elisabeth Aurand
Vanessa Barneschi
Colleen L. Barry
William Batchelor
Martha Baylock
Justine C. Beach
Dr. David Belman
Abraham & Estelle Bernstein
Gerald & Jennifer Berthiaume
Edwin & Donna Betancourt
Frank & Betsy Bradley
Harold & Judith Brodsky
Roderich H. Brown
Robert Bruzas
Patricia Calvo
Atty. Kenneth Carifa
Thomas & Melissa Carlson & Family
Vivian J. Carlson
Albert & Jerry Clear

Damian & Mary Kate Carroll
Dr. James & Kristine Collin
Sara E. Cruz
Paul & Janet Culton
Sen. Donald & Diane DeFronzo
Dr. Dennis & Laura Dolce
Anita Domizio
Normand & Hughette Dube
John & Lorraine Egan
Andrew W. Epstein
Philip & Alda Floros
Michael & Laura Foran
Barbara Fortin
Helen J. Fried
Betty & Victor Fumiatti
Patricia Furnivall
Judith Garro
William & Lori Gonzales Sr.
William Granik
Timothy & Pamela Granucci
Ernie Groth
Maureen Hollfelder
Atty. Richard & Valarie Hoye
Brian & Cori Humes
Sally Johnson
Cheryl Juhnke
Paulette Kellerstedt
Dr. Barry & Joan Kemler
Alan & Miriam Kennedy
Gary & Debra Kerr
Mary-Ann Kjellquist
Donald & Maureen Kreh
Carl & Dorothy Krein
Leslie & Harlan Krumholz
Sharon Barrett & Gary Lachance
Rick Lopes
E.T. Lowengard
Chester Lutynski
Jack & Sarah Lynn
John & Rosemarie Maljanian Jr.
Dr. James & Patricia Marchand
James & Melinda Martin
Virginia G. Mason
Janet Matson
Robert & Patricia McLaughlin
Patricia Mele
Bill & Robin Michel
William Molloy
Dr. James Mulrooney
Bill Natalie
New Britain Public Library
Mary O'Brien
John & Marita O'Neill
Thomas & Vanda O'Reilly
Ann M. Palin
Cliff & Annie Parker
Carol Pearson
Phillip Pearson
Ted Pisk
Edward & Barbara Preneta
Evan Cowles & Brie Quinby
Ann Reed
James & Lynn Ricci

2008 Donors List
Greater New Britain Teen Pregnancy Prevention, Inc.

We wish to thank our donors for their generosity and vision. The essential support
system that our youngsters receive puts them on the path to success now and in the future.
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In Recognition of Your Support
Thanks to our donors’ commitment, vision and belief in Greater New Britain Teen Pregnancy Prevention Inc., we have successfully served the

underprivileged youth and parents of the Arch Street area for 16 years. We are proud that during that time, 100% of our participants who stay in
the program graduate from high school, and 96% have remained pregnancy-free, while 72% continue on to higher education. Others have begun
full-time employment. Without your generosity and your support, it is probable that these successes would not have materialized. Please realize
that your contributions positively affect local youth, your community, and ultimately, the future. Remember that our first program participants are
now college graduates, property owners, taxpayers, and leaders.

We hope that you have taken the time to browse the donors list to see who our many wonderful supporters are; you will find your friends,
neighbors, and business associates. Our Gift Clubs enable us to more completely recognize and acknowledge your gifts. The donations you make
this year are totaled when identifying your Gift Club placement in the 2009 Greater New Britain Teen Pregnancy Prevention, Inc. Pathways/Senderos
donors roster. The Gift Clubs are: $500+ Los Amigos De Senderos (Friends of the Senderos), $100-$499 Los Amigos De Futuro (Friends of the
Future), $1-$99 Los Amigos De Nino(a)s (Friends of the Children).

Why don’t you set your sights on joining one of our gift clubs in 2009? Invest in the future of our youth and community!

Kristen E. Richardson
Rosalind Richman
Marilyn Ronalter
Dr. Peter & Pamela Rosa
Dominic Tambutto & Donna Rozanski
Martin & Anna Santana
Stephanie Santore
Dr. Archie Savage Jr.
Atty. Robert & Judith Scalise Sr.
Drs. Steven & Carole Shmurak
Dr. Earle & Jane Sitambalam
Barbara Sladeck
Thomas & Jane Sweeney
The Hospital of Central

Connecticut - Social Services
The Round Table
Elizabeth Thomas
Michael Tosatti, D.M.D.
Thomas & Julie Tydeman
Jean Watson
Kyle Watson
Catherine Welles
Dr. Joseph Welna
Margaret P. White
Bruce & Roberta Wilson

In Kind
Anonymous Donor
Avery's Beverages
Chelsea Bilodeau
Capital Workforce Partners
CCSU Microbiology Department
Sharon Chamberlain
Atty. Carolyn Cronkhite
DATTCO
Doughnut Inn, Fairfield, CT
AnneMarie Duncan
Ken & Marie Elterich
Jane Farr
First Baptist Church of Southington
Functional Aesthetics, LLC
Grove Hill Medical Center
Barbara La Rosa
Pam Lavery
Julia Leitao
Ian Lucas
Diana MacPherson
James & Melinda Martin III
Bill & Robin Michel
Richard* & Linda Moffitt
Marion Motta
Dr. James Mulrooney
New Britain Art League

New Britain Junior League
Jadwiga Panus*
Papa's Dodge & Jeep, New Britain, CT
Jacqueline Plourd
Price Rite of New Britain
Cynthia Ruta
Stephanie Santore
Kathleen McKeown Sauer*
Dr. David* & Elise Sowa & Family
St. Ann's Catholic Church
St. John's Lutheran Church
The Hospital of Central CT,

Family Birth Place
Lisa, Julie & Dana Thiesfeldt
Elizabeth Thomas
UCONN Extension Services
UCONN Medical School
Richard & Lois Zink

In Honor Of
In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Putnam
Gordon & Molly Fowler

In Honor of Donna Thomas, President,
Junior League of Greater New Britain
Robert & Patricia McLaughlin

In Honor of Jackie Lillo*
Janet G. Bailey

In Honor of Attorney John King*
John D. Gillespie

In Honor of Ted & Nancy Howe
Mrs. Elizabeth F. Keane

In Memory Of
In Memory of Ted Howe

Colleen L. Barry
RoseAnne Bilodeau
Harold & Judith Brodsky
Thomas & Melissa Carlson
Laura D. Cramer
Nancy L. Cutter
Andrew W. Epstein
Patricia Furnivall
Anne T. Hicks
Richard K. Hooper
Shephanie & Chester Hooper
Leslie & Harlan Krumholtz
Robert Dubrow & Melinda Tuhus
Duncan & Sandra Bower Murdock
Kristen E. Richardson
Kathleen McKeown Sauer*
The Round Table
Clara Ellen & Horace Van Dorn
Margaret P. White

10th Annual Pedaling
for Pathways

Presenting Sponsor
American Savings Foundation
Platinum Sponsors
Grove Hill Medical Center
New Britain Obstetrical &
Gynecological Group, P.C.

Rotary Club of New Britain - Berlin
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans,
Hartford County Chapter

Gold Sponsors
Cornerstone Government Affairs, LLC
Ericson, Scalise & Mangan, P.C.
Farmington Savings Bank
Silver Sponsors
RoseAnne Bilodeau (In Loving
Memory of Luis Miguel Santiago)

David Bond* & Walnut Hill Care Center
Clemow Consulting Group, LLP
Connecticut Natural Gas
Lewis Farms
Metalform Company, Inc.
New Britain Emergency Medical
Services, Inc.

New Britain Police Explorers Post 25
Rogers Orchards, Inc.
Kathleen McKeown Sauer*
(In Loving Memory of Dr. Ferd Sauer)

Rainbow Graphics
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, P.C.
(Meritas Law Firms Worldwide)

Bronze Sponsors
Barile Printers, LLC
Dr. Michael Carrera
City of New Britain -
Mayor Timothy Stewart

Familia Rodriguez - Saavedra
Lindquist Insurance Associates, Inc.
Richard L. Moffitt* & Associates
Louis P. Slade Middle School -
Faculty Club

Tilcon Connecticut, Inc.
Raffle Prize Donations
Berlin Bike Shop
Kate Betancourt*
DATTCO
Mystic Seaport
New Britain Rock Cats
Newington Bicycle Shop
Dr. Gerald Roy*
Kathleen McKeown Sauer*

Grants
American Savings Foundation
Capital Workforce Partners
City of New Britain, Community
Development Block Grant

Connecticut Department of
Social Services

Connecticut Foodshare
Hartford Courant Foundation
U.S. Department of Health &
Human Services

Employer Matching Gifts
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Chubb & Son, a Division of
Federal Insurance Company

ING Foundation
St. Paul Travelers Foundation -
Community Action Awards

The Stanley Works

Volunteers
CCSU: Latin American
Student Organization

CCSU: United Caribbean Club
Eyda Calderon
Sandra Carrero
Tony Carrero
Jean Castro
Catherine Evans
Ryan Kalkowski
Natasha Kingston
Sarah Konrad
Jackie Lillo*
Kari McCaw
Laura Miller
Kareem Mohamed
Dr. Bob Rackliffe
Reggie Roberts Sr.
Antonio Rodriguez*
Laura Roman
Kathleen McKeown Sauer*

Capital Campaign
City of New Britain, Community
Development Block Grant

Rotary Club of New Britain/Berlin
The Outrageous Foundation

* denotes board members
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always a terrific experience. We truly enjoy spending
time with our neighbors and friends at South Church,
especially during the holidays, and we appreciate the
opportunity to promote our agency’s mission.

Pathways/Senderos Center was recently fea-
tured on the Mary Jones Show on WDRC-AM radio.
Staff from the center talked with guest host Susan
Christensen about the importance of teen pregnancy
prevention and the effectiveness of our methods.
Susan is a tremendous host and she made us feel
right at home. We were able to inform a wide audi-
ence about our program and about our kids’ accom-
plishments and we really enjoyed the experience.

As Community Education Coordinator, I was
recently involved in planning the Recovery New
Britain Film Festival at Trinity-on-Main. Several youth
organizations in New Britain came together to organ-
ize a film festival about recovery from drug addiction.
The goal of the festival was to initiate a peer-to-peer
recovery group in the community. The films were
directed and produced by two young men in recov-
ery. They were very powerful films and they sent a
strong message to the approximately 300 people in
attendance. We were proud to be a part of this posi-
tive event in our community.

– By Geoff Elterich,
Community Education Coordinator

…In Middle School:
During the first half of the school year, in addition to partic-

ipating in their daily components here at Pathways/Senderos, the
students also took part in some additional activities. The Latin American Stu-
dent Organization from Central Connecticut State University visited the center
for the annual Halloween event. The students participated in several activities
throughout the holidays including attending a performance of “A Christmas
Carol” at the Hartford Stage. During their February vacation, the students went
ice skating, attended Winterfest at Stanley Quarter Park and played indoor
miniature golf. These trips were a lot of fun for the kids. It’s a wonderful thing
to see all the kids enjoying themselves. Our methodology of creating a parallel
family structure is truly evident during field trips.
The middle school students continued to do well in school. There were six

students on the honor roll: Danerick Peralta, Ananda Thillet, Alicia Davis,
Mike Matos, Tavares Neal and Daquan Frink. A number of the middle school
students are also involved in a variety of extracurricular activities including
playing for their school’s sports teams, yearbook and Student Council.

- By Heather Mills, Middle School Coordinator

…In High School:
With the school year moving along swiftly for our high school students, a lot

of exciting things have been happening in and out of school for them. We have
three seniors Moises Marquez, Shaniqua King-Barrington and Naomi Lopez
who all have been accepted into colleges and continue to finish up their senior
years strong. We also have a few of our students, Faith Roldán, Kayla Garcia,
Brandon Carrero, Diego Peralta and Javier Burgos who have reached the level
of honors for their performance in the classroom. In January, one of our stu-
dents, Faith Roldán, traveled with her peers from the African American Club at
New Britain High School to witness the inauguration of President Barack
Obama (See Faith’s article on page 7.) Quite a few of our students have had the
opportunity to take part in the CT Forums’ debates at The Bushnell in Hartford.
The first debate they went to was focused on the American presidency and all
the nuances that go with it. This debate featured nationally recognized speak-
ers, such as Elizabeth Edwards, giving their take on what it means to be presi-
dent, the roles/responsibilities and the legacy of the presidency. The second
debate they went to was focused on God and contained a heated and well pre-
sented argument from a rabbi, a pastor and an atheist. We are continuing our
partnership with CCSU and the Microbiology Department. Last semester we
had six students take part in the internship, and because of the success, we
have increased our number of college interns to nine. These students spend
close to three hours a week working side by side with college professors and
upper level college students. We had one of our students, Kassandra Burgos,
honored by the Board of Education for her performance as part of the champi-
on JROTC Drill Team during the winter. Fourteen of our students received an
extensive tour of the Hartford Civic Center, watched them change the floor from
a basketball arena to an ice arena and then were guests for a riveting WolfPack
hockey game. All the high school students are eagerly anticipating the upcom-
ing college tours that illuminate their minds as to what opportunities are out
there for higher education within our state. These college excursions build each
individual student’s desire to pursue a college education and become immersed
in the college culture and environment. We look forward to the continued
growth of all our high school students.

- By Nick Jakubowski, High School Coordinator

Center News - continued from page 3

Marcellino Thillet sees what he would look like if he was
a WolfPack hockey player.

CENTER NEWS
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cells adhere and
migrate best on the
matrix protein called
fibronectin. While
learning to isolate and
analyze DNA from lab
rats, Brandon, Geo,
Faith and Krystal dis-
covered that the hair-
less rat is missing a
small piece of a gene
called Prss8.

"It is a great expe-
rience. We get to work
on a college campus,
with college students
and college profes-
sors," Brandon Car-
rero said.

In February, these
researchers returned to the laboratory to begin new research
investigations, and were joined by students Joshua “Squirrel”
Wrice, Dudley Holt, Kayla Garcia and Diego Peralta. The number
of undergraduate research mentors and the variety of projects
being worked on has also grown. "It is a lot of fun working with the
college students in the lab, said Faith Roldán. “They have been
real nice to us and help us out with the research we are doing."

In fact, by the end of the school year, these students expect to
make formal presentations of their results that promise to: reveal
the chromosomal location of the wooly gene in mice; determine
whether the nectin-1 gene is expressed in migrating tumor cells;
unravel the complete DNA sequence of the Prss8 gene in fuzzy
rats; and bring to light soil bacteria that can digest plastic.

We hope the Pathways community will turn out to applaud
these exciting research efforts, and learn firsthand about any new
discoveries. “Our youngsters are so enthusiastic about going to
CCSU on a weekly basis and participating in the laboratory project.
They were so happy that this semester a few more of our partici-
pants could be involved. All are having a rewarding experience on
a university campus. We are so grateful to CCSU, Dr. King, Dr.
James Mulrooney and the mentors,” said RoseAnne Bilodeau,
Executive Director.

“This is such an exceptional opportunity for our youngsters.
Hopefully, some will want to pursue careers in the sciences. You
never know who the future scientists are,” she said.

The students have been excited about the project. Krystal Gar-
cia said, “Working with the college students and professors has
been a great experience. We are learning a lot about science,
things I never knew. I hope we can do it again next year."

But just in case Brandon, Diego and Geo succeed in their
search for plastic-eating bacteria, they might want to wear cotton
instead of polyester…

Emilio “Geo” Martinez works on a research
project.

Biomedical - continued from page 1

Meet Our New Staff
Natasha Kingston, who started volunteering

at Pathways/Senderos in January, is a new aca-
demic tutor at the center. She has been building
relationships with the students through helping
them with their homework, chaperoning them on
trips, just “hanging out” and – her favorite –
doing art. A calligraphy project that the students
created earlier this year with Natasha will soon
be displayed in the center. Natasha, formerly a

culinary arts student, recently began cooking with them. She can
relate to working in a teen pregnancy prevention program, she
said, because several cousins have had children at an early age. “I
like working with people, doing something meaningful,” she said.

Jamie Piccoli is a senior at CCSU and an
academic tutor at Pathways/Senderos. When she
graduates, she plans to pursue a career in social
work. She started as an intern at Pathways in
January 2008. That summer, she continued
working at the center as a volunteer and was
soon hired as part-time staff. She enjoys being a
consistent, positive role model in the youngsters'
lives and she loves the family atmosphere at the
center. “Pathways is like another home for these kids; it's a place
where they can always be themselves,” she said.

New Britain resident, Kareem Mohamed,
who is studying biomolecular science in the pre-
med program at CCSU, began volunteering last
fall at Pathway/Senderos. This spring, he began
working as an academic tutor. With a goal of
eventually working in pediatrics, it is wonderful
working with the youths, he said, adding he has
been an avid volunteer in the community. “Being
a tutor is gratifying when seeing the results in the

students’ academic achievements,” Kareem said.

My Trip to the Presidential Inauguration
It was really cool seeing Washington, D.C. I haven’t traveled

anywhere before and to be able to go to Washington, D.C. to see
the presidential inauguration was really cool. I got to see thou-
sands of people come out to see the first African-American presi-
dent of the United States. I got to see the White House and Presi-
dent Barack Obama, even though I wasn’t close enough to see him
in person. I did see Samuel L. Jackson, the actor, as he passed
through the crowd, though.

At first I thought it was going to be a boring trip, but it was a
great trip for me. It was great to be one of the young people there.
If it was not for the African American Club at New Britain High
School, I would have never gotten this opportunity; I would have
probably been 20 or 30 years old before I traveled anywhere. To
travel to Washington, D.C. at age 15 was a great experience for me.

- Faith Roldán, 10th-grade, New Britain High School

Natasha Kingston

Jamie Piccoli

Kareen Mohamed
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Campaign - continued from page 1

work of Pathways/Senderos, as an integral force to maintaining the
progress that Connecticut has made over the last decade.

“Diplomas Before Diapers” is more than a motto; it is a reflec-
tion of Pathways/Senderos’ commitment to the success of the com-
munity’s youth and to addressing one of the root causes of too-
early pregnancy and childbearing. We know that teen pregnancy is
linked to a host of critical social issues – including education, child
welfare and poverty – and has great social and economic conse-
quences for young people, families and the broader community
alike.

By promoting the importance of education and providing a pos-
itive environment for teens, the center has a track record of helping
young people in New Britain improve their future prospects and
achieve success. This fact is made evident by the 100 percent high
school graduation rate that Pathways/Senderos boasts. We look
forward to proudly celebrating the success of Pathways/Senderos
and other programs on June 4, in addition to releasing a publication
that the center’s youth contributed to through focus groups, mes-
sage testing and personal essays late last year. We also look for-
ward to interacting with the youth of Pathways/Senderos once
again in June, as they are teens with good hearts striving to get

ahead in school and in life with the support of the committed staff
and promising program of Pathways/Senderos.

“We are deeply appreciative for all of the support and recogni-
tion that The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned
Pregnancy has showered upon us. Our partnership has assisted
Pathways/Senderos in telling the rest of the teen pregnancy pre-
vention community about our successful efforts with some of New
Britain’s highest risk youngsters,” said RoseAnne Bilodeau, Execu-
tive Director of Greater New Britain Teen Pregnancy Prevention, Inc.

“Teen pregnancy is a very serious social issue for the United
States. The negative outcomes of babies raising babies are epi-
demic and have a snowballing effect on intergenerations of fragile
families. Premature parenting leads to poverty, low educational
attainment with subsequent marginal employment, special educa-
tion services, incarceration and teens having more babies,”
RoseAnne continued.

“This country has the resources to address this problem, if we
so choose. To do very little, dooms poverty-stricken youth to life-
long difficulties and discontent. This is the United States; we can do
better for our children.”

Stop by Pathways/Senderos, 100 Arch St., this summer to
have the cleanest vehicle in town for only $5. Car washes will
be held Saturdays, May 2, June 6, July 17, Aug. 15 and Sept.

12, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Rain dates: May 23, June 13, July
25, Aug. 22)

Best car wash in town!


