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A Letter from the Directors
Dear Friends,
We have made it through the dark days of the COVID-19 pandemic and we’re on the
cusp of bringing back normalcy. It feels great! This past year has been weird, exhausting and
challenging for all our students, families, staff, and all our friends and supporters in and around
New Britain. But here we are, still surviving, still thriving, and still committed to the
development of our students, as well as the safety and security of our families. Even a pandemic
cannot stop the progress of our students, the support of our friends, and the commitment we have
made to enriching the lives of our participants and their families.
The pandemic allowed us to reflect upon our program and re-imagine how we go
forward. We learned a lot about the overwhelming need for programs like Pathways during times
of crisis for so many students and families. For example, we have partnered with FoodShare to
provide nutritious food items for our families for many years, but our food pantry never saw as
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much use as it did during the past 14 months. Our families needed help and we were able to
fill that gap and assist with basic needs like food security. That is immensely important to us
because we understand the struggle our families go through. We take pride in knowing that for
our families, we were, and still are, able to lend a hand and help minimize their stress.
For the first time in our history, the Center’s doors were open at 8am every weekday this
entire school year for our students and families. We understood how tough remote learning was
for many students, and how much pressure it put on families to make the decision to either keep
kids home and stay home themselves, or go to work and send their kids to school, risking
infection to the rest of the family. Several students were at the Center every day, remote learning
in a safe, clean, and supported environment to ensure that our families did not have to risk their
child’s health. Our parents truly appreciated our shift from a mostly after-school program into an
all-day learning environment. While it was a different schedule for our staff and students, we all
understood the greater benefit of being open all day for our families during a time of such
uncertainty. No family should go hungry, or be without hygiene supplies, or have to decide
between working and staying home with their kids to supervise their schooling; we committed
our program to actualize those sentiments.
Things are still difficult for many people, but brighter days are ahead. This summer feels
like we are almost back to pre-pandemic normalcy, and that has never felt so good. As we reflect
on the past, and prepare for the future, all we can say is THANK YOU! Thank you for your
continued interest, support, love and
generosity to our students and families. Thank
you for sticking with us as we navigated this
pandemic together. Thank you for what you
have done to ensure the success of Pathways,
and for what you will do as we continue on
into the next school year and beyond. From
the bottom of our hearts, THANK YOU for
always being there!
-Our Executive Directors Heather and Nick with
some of our favorite graduates!
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Celebrating the End of an Unusual School Year!
On a gorgeous Spring day in June, we hosted our annual End of the School Year
Celebration, honoring our high school seniors and the achievements of all of our students over
the past year. We usually have the celebration at a local restaurant, but with Covid still lingering,
we decided to host it at our Center. Unsurprisingly, it turned out to be a terrific event! Several of
our students were still going to school virtually, so we hadn’t seen many of them in a while, and
it was great to see them return to the Center. We were also excited to see several family
members, board members, and graduates! As always, when it comes to Pathways parties, it’s a
generational family affair!
Using a portable grill, we cooked hot dogs, burgers, and veggie burgers in our parking
lot. We had cupcakes for dessert, and a tie-dye station for everyone to make their own t-shirts!

We are proud of our students and the
resiliency they showed over the past
14 months. We are particularly proud
of our 5 graduating seniors, who
persevered through unusual and
difficult times to finish their high
school educations and prepare for
higher education. We are so excited to
see what they accomplish in the
future!

-Our 2021 graduates: Karina Aguilar,
Cindy Santiago, Omaralynn Figueroa,
Jaylene Martinez, and Juan Garcia
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The Buddy Foundation Scholarship
During our End of the School Year Celebration, we presented two seniors with a new
scholarship, The Buddy Foundation Scholarship. The Buddy Foundation was created by Diego
and Danerick Peralta, and their mother, Eyda Mantovani. Diego and Danerick graduated from
Pathways several years ago. They both worked with us after graduation, and they both received
their Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees. Eyda worked and volunteered with us for many years as
well. They are all vital members of the Pathways family. This year, they decided to start a
scholarship for Pathways students. The Foundation created to distribute the scholarship is named
after their beloved, dearly departed dog, Buddy. He was also part of the Pathways family, and
even helped paint our mural at the Center!

-Buddy at the 2019 Walkathon, and helping paint the mural at our Center.

At Pathways, we always encourage our students to give back to their community in any
way they can. Eyda has also constantly encouraged her children to volunteer and help those less
fortunate. Diego and Danerick often volunteer at the Center and help us in many ways. Our
participants look up to them and look forward to their visits. Diego and Danerick come from the
same place as them and have similar backgrounds; they are incredible role models and represent
a future that our students can have if they follow the right path.
This year, they wanted to reward two graduating seniors for their accomplishments. Both
seniors received $500 towards costs related to higher education. One scholarship was presented
to a student for demonstrating a significant improvement in academic performance, will, and
effort during her time at the Center. This scholarship reflected Diego’s academic experience.
Although he didn’t start off with high grades or perfect attendance, he improved every year and
became one of our finest students. He selected Jaylene Martinez as the first recipient of this
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scholarship. Jaylene started with us in the 6th grade and showed remarkable improvement in
school year after year, and she was a reliable, positive presence at the Center.
The other scholarship was presented for excellent educational achievement throughout a
student’s academic career. Danerick was always a highly achieving student. Sometimes people
assume that when a student excels at an early age, it is easy to remain a good student, but it takes
constant, consistent effort. Danerick recognized that effort in Cindy Santiago, who received this
scholarship. Cindy also started in the 6th grade, and she has always been one of our top students
and best program advocates.
This was a very proud moment for
all of us at the Center. We love to see our
graduates doing well and giving back to
their community, and we couldn't think
of a better way to give back than helping
two students follow their path to success!
We are grateful and proud of Eyda,
Danerick and Diego, and we are happy
for Cindy and Jaylene. Their senior year
didn’t go as anyone could have
envisioned, but it ended on a high note!
-Danerick, Cindy, Eyda, Jaylene, and
Diego!

Summer of Fun!
Last summer, our boys and girls missed out on all of the activities we usually do. We met
virtually, and we ran the Summer Youth Employment & Learning Program (SYELP) for ten
students, but it didn’t compare to a typical summer at Pathways. This summer, we hope to make
up for that. We have had a few cookouts at the Center and we hope to do a few more. We play
basketball and watch movies every day. We will run SYELP for 20 students, the normal, full
amount. And we are excited to go on several field trips, an element of the Pathways/Senderos
program that we have missed greatly. Field trips are one of our favorite aspects of our
methodology, and one of the most important. They provide learning experiences, they bring our
students closer to each other and to the program, they motivate students to do better in school
and at the program, and they reward students for doing well. But most of all, they are fun! Fun is
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important! Having fun allows kids to be
themselves, which leads to them more readily
engaging with our program. When they are
confident and engaged, they are more likely to
enjoy learning, which can lead to improved
performance. This is the basis of our holistic,
comprehensive approach.
This year, field trips are more important
than ever, and we are fortunate to have received
grants that will allow us to take more than we
have in several years. We have taken 4 trips
already. We started at Lighthouse Point Park in
New Haven. This was a suggestion from our
academic tutor and recent graduate Nicole
Villanueva. She had been there several times,
and since none of the staff had ever been, we
took her word that it would be a good time. Turns out Pathways graduates know what they are
talking about! It was a weekday, so we had most of the park to ourselves, and there was an
assortment of things to do, so we took full advantage. We brought lunch from Whitson’s and ate
at the picnic tables at the park. We checked out the historic lighthouse. A few students played on
the jungle gym, and some went for a quick swim in the Long Island Sound. For most of the
afternoon, we played volleyball on the beach. It was a great way to kick off the summer!
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The following week, we visited the
Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, MA.
Pathways has visited the Hall several times, but
the last trip was over 5 years ago, so most of our
current students had never been. They had a lot of
fun playing basketball in the gym and pretending
to be sports announcers on the green screen . They
enjoyed learning about some of their favorite
players and seeing their jerseys and sneakers. They
couldn’t believe the size of Shaquille O’Neal’s
shoe!
Last week, we went to one of our favorite
places, Lake Compounce. We couldn’t take our
annual trip last year, so we had to make up for the
fun we missed out on. We went early so there
weren’t many lines, so we really made the most of
our trip. A few people spent most of the day at the
waterpark, and 3 students went on the Sky
Coaster, a thrilling bungee-jump type ride. The rest of us enjoyed the still thrilling, yet less
intense roller coasters and rides. We allow our boys and girls to traverse the park as they want, as
long as they are with a partner, which gives them a sense of freedom and independence. Over the
years, we have seen how it also helps to create and strengthen friendships between our students.
This was another great trip and we were so happy to be back!
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This week, we took our first trip
to Dunkin Donuts Stadium in Hartford to
watch an exhibition baseball game between
the Ocean State Wave and Team Israel. We
had a great day at the ballpark. Our students
really enjoyed seeing a few players smash
the ball over the fence. It was the hottest
day of the week, but that’s why stadiums
have ice cream! These trips have all been a
blast so far, and we hope to take a few more
field trips before the summer is over,
including possibly visiting local colleges.

Student Spotlight - Pathways 2021 Statistics!
High School Honor Roll
Cindy Santiago, Jester Hidalgo Garcia, Jomar
Rodriguez, Kasianna Denmark, Kiatyanna
Denmark, Omarlynn Figueroa.
Middle School Honor Roll
Akira Gunawan, Celisha Midgette, Jaikob Ramos,
Desiree Villanueva, Yani Ziad.

There have been 73 Pathways graduates. We consider those who have completed high
school while attending Pathways to be Pathways graduates.
66 (90%) of those graduates continued their education after high school
17 (23%) of those graduates are currently in higher education
70 (96%) of those graduates are currently working
21 (29%) of those graduates have a college degree or certificate
4 (5%) of those graduates have a Master’s and/or Ph.D
We are so proud of our graduates, and we are so thankful for our supporters! Your continued
generosity helps make these statistics possible!
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The Return of the Walkathon!
22nd Annual Pathways Walkathon
October 3, 2021
Walnut Hill Park
Registration: 9:30am
Donation for registration: $20
Walk begins: 10am
Raffle begins: 11am
Raffle tickets: $5 each

-The 21st Annual Pathways Walkathon in 2019

After a year hiatus caused by the Covid pandemic, the annual Pathways Walkathon is
back! This will be our 22nd walkathon fundraiser! It is our biggest fundraiser and our favorite
event, so we hope you can make it! Last year’s virtual event was great, but we are excited to see
everyone in person! The Walkathon provides an opportunity for the extended Pathways
family—staff, students, family members, graduates, board members, donors—to enjoy a

10
morning in the park and get to know each other. We consider our supporters and donors to be
a vital part of our family, because it is your generosity that makes what we do possible!
On October 3, 2021,please join us at Walnut Hill Park in New Britain. There will be a
walk around the loop, followed by refreshments and a raffle. You can register and/or purchase
raffle tickets before the event. You can still win a raffle prize even if you can not make it to the
event!
You can also become a sponsor. There are several sponsorship levels, and you can get
your name, or your business’s name, on all of our promotional materials, including our
commemorative t-shirt! The first 100 attendees get the t-shirt free with registration! All proceeds
directly benefit the boys and girls of Pathways/Senderos.
Walkathon Sponsorship Levels
Platinum Sponsors: Donation of $1,000 or more.
Gold Sponsors: Donation of $500-$999 or the equivalent in goods, services or prizes.
Silver Sponsors: Donation of $250-$499 or the equivalent in goods, services or prizes.
Bronze Sponsors: Donation of $100-$249 or equivalent in goods, services or prizes.
Raffle Donations: In-Kind donation of raffle items
Send us your sponsorship confirmation and level by September 17th in order to be featured on
our promotional materials. For more info, please call: (860) 229-2776; or email: nbtpp@snet.net

THANK YOU!!!

